
Bell Ringer! 
Find all 10 errors.  

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men and woman are created equal" said 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton at the first Women's 
Rights Convention in 1848. Born on November 
12, 1815, Stanton played an important roll in 
the womens writes movement she wrote many 
key speechs for her freind, Susan B. Anthony. 
Unfortunately, Stanton did not life to see 
women finally earn the right to vote in 1920.



Daily Objective
◦TLW create an 
expository essay 
explaining the use of  
symbols in a literary text. 





Follow along…
Use your notes to follow 
along as we go over how to 
write expository essays.  

Fill in notes on the left and 
take notes on the given 
example on the right.  

My prompt is the EXACT 
same as yours but you will 
just have a different story. 



First, I need to ask myself 
what symbols are in the 
poem and then I write my  
thesis. 



Symbols



Hook! 

◦Grab the reader’s 
attention.  
◦Must be on the topic of  
the essay.  
◦BE BROAD. Do not bring 
up the story/poem yet. 

      When one loses a 
loved one, it is normal to 
go through many phases 
of grief, including anger, 
blame, and depression. 

Introduction



Introduction of  topic! 

◦Explain a little bit about the 
topic you will be talking 
about.  

◦You can talk about the author 
or what the book is about.  

◦You want to lead into your 
thesis. 

Example: Edgar Allan Poe lost 
many people he loved to 
tuberculosis, but perhaps the 
greatest loss was his first wife, 
Virginia Clem. After her death, Poe 
wrote a poem for her that expressed 
his love for her and his sadness at 
her being taken from him. 

Introduction



Thesis!

◦Topic 
◦3 main points 
◦THIS IS THE MOST 
IMPORTANT LINE OF 
THE ENTIRE PAPER. 

Example: In “Annabel 
Lee,” Edgar Allen Poe uses 
the symbols of the sea, the 
angels, and the wind to 
tell a story of a man losing 
the love of his life.

Introduction



          When one loses a loved one, it is normal to go 
through many phases of grief, including anger, 
blame, and depression. Edgar Allan Poe lost many 
people he loved to tuberculosis, but perhaps the 
greatest loss was his first wife, Virginia Clem. After 
her death, Poe wrote a poem for her that expressed 
his love for her and his sadness at her being taken 
from him. In “Annabel Lee,” Edgar Allen Poe uses the 
symbols of the sea, the angels, and the wind to tell a 
story of a man losing the love of his life.

Introduction



Claim! 

◦Comes from your main 
points in your thesis. 
◦Introduce what this 
paragraph will be about. 

Example: There are many 
images in “Annabel Lee” but the 
ones that is repeated the most if 
the sea. In this poem, the sea 
represents the loneliness that 
the narrator feels at the death 
of Annabel Lee. 

Body Paragraph



Cite! 
◦Quote that backs up your 
claim.  
◦This must support the 
statement you made in 
your topic sentence.  
◦MLA IN TEXT 
CITATION

Example: In “Annabel Lee,” the narrator 
describes the love of his life and how she is taken away 
from him. Not wanting to lose her even though she is 
already gone, he lays by her grave. Poe writes,  
 “And so, all the night-tide, I lie down by the side  
 Of my darling-my darling-my life and my bride,  
       In her sepulchre by the sea 
       In her tomb by the sounding sea” (Poe 1).

Body Paragraph



Clarify!

◦Explain how your quote 
backs up your claim.  
◦Make sure this all connects 
to your thesis.  
◦Be clear in your 
explanation!

Example: One can see that the 
narrator is devastated by this loss. 
As he lays by her tomb, the reader 
can imagine the vast ocean next to 
him, representing loneliness and 
emptiness. In the beginning, the 
sea was where their kingdom was 
but now that Annabel Lee is gone, 
the narrator is left there alone. 
Therefore, the sea symbolizes the 
emptiness he feels now that she is 
gone. 

Body Paragraph



          There are many images in “Annabel Lee” but the ones that is repeated the 
most if the sea. In this poem, the sea represents the loneliness that the narrator 
feels at the death of Annabel Lee. In “Annabel Lee,” the narrator describes the love 
of his life and how she is taken away from him. Not wanting to lose her even though 
she is already gone, he lays by her grave. Poe writes,  
 “And so, all the night-tide, I lie down by the side  
 Of my darling-my darling-my life and my bride,  
       In her sepulchre by the sea 
       In her tomb by the sounding sea” (Poe 1). 
One can see that the narrator is devastated by this loss. As he lays by her tomb, the 
reader can imagine the vast ocean next to him, representing loneliness and 
emptiness. In the beginning, the sea was where their kingdom was but now that 
Annabel Lee is gone, the narrator is left there alone. Therefore, the sea symbolizes 
the emptiness he feels now that she is gone. 

Body Paragraph



Restate topic!

◦Remind the reader of  the 
topic of  this essay. 

Example: Edgar 
Allan Poe’s “Annabel 
Lee” uses several 
symbols to tell a 
story.

Conclusion



Summarize main points! 
◦Review the points you 
made in different words. 

Example: In the poem, the sea represents 
the loneliness and emptiness he feels at her 
loss while the angels represent anger and 
death because he portrays them as Annabel’s 
killers. The wind serves as a symbol for the 
disease of tuberculosis, a disease that killed 
many people Poe was close to. 

Conclusion



Final impression!

◦If  the reader had read 
nothing else, what would 
you want them to 
remember?

Example: Each 
symbol comes together 
to tell the tale of a man 
who is experiencing the 
many phases of grief 
after losing the love of 
his life. 

Conclusion



Your turn! 

 Discuss the use of 
symbols in “Masque of 

the Red Death” and what 
they represent.


